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CV19 Lab Testing Dashboard: LRI by County 
 

The CV19 Lab Testing Dashboard™ powered by hc1 provides county-level insight into infection 

risk based upon a sample of positivity rates for viral (PCR) tests within each county using a metric 

called COVID-19 Local Risk Index™ (LRI). 

Users can apply state and county filters and click Run to compare LRI across a region or zoom in 

on the heat map and click a county to view its information. After selecting a county, users can 

click the county’s name and choose to view either the 14-day trend in LRI or a rolling week-over-

week trend in detected rates.  

 

 

 Public health and healthcare professionals can access additional county-level insights 
including demographic analysis and serology testing by registering at 
cv19dashboard.org. 

This document defines the terms and calculations shown on the dashboard. 

Local Risk Index (LRI) 

The Local Risk Index is a ratio of the current week percent detected (“detected rate”) observed in a 

county divided by the baseline percent detected: 

• Current week percent detected is a measure of the percent of patients who tested positive 

in a county during the current week. It is calculated by dividing the count of patients 

whose PCR test results showed the presence of the SARS-CoV-2 virus during the past 4 

days of data by the total count of patient test results reported during the same period 

(Detected Results / Total Results = % Detected). 

https://www.cv19dashboard.org/
https://cv19dashboard.org/
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• The baseline percent detected is 1% for all counties. The baseline is set at 1% because 1% 

prevalence is the epidemiological threshold below which outbreaks of respiratory viruses 

like SARS-CoV-2 can be controlled by containment measures alone (identify, quarantine, 

and trace contacts) versus requiring broad mitigation measures (social distancing and 

other non-pharmaceutical interventions). 

An LRI greater than 1 indicates that containment measures alone will not control the spread of 

the virus in the county; mitigation measures will be necessary to slow the spread. An LRI less 

than 1 means the county is moving toward eliminating the virus from the environment. A county 

with a high LRI likely has an elevated prevalence of actively infected residents; therefore, 

individuals in that county face an elevated risk of infection. 

Patients Tested – Current Week 

Patients Tested – Current Week is the total number of patients tested for the SARS-CoV-2 virus 

during the last 4 complete days of data. This measure indicates the number of unique patient 

results used to calculate the current week percent detected for a county, enabling users to 

assess the relative statistical strength of the LRI calculation for that county. 

LRI Trend 

The trend in daily LRI scores allows users to track how the level of risk within a county has 

progressed over time relative to baseline. 

Rolling Trend in % Detected (7/7) 

Whereas the LRI Trend report tracks a county’s trend relative to baseline, the Rolling Trend in % 

Detected report highlights the direction of the recent trend in detected rates and allows users to 

determine whether that trend is accelerating or decelerating over time. The Rolling Trend in % 

Detected is derived by calculating the average detected rate for the past 7 days and dividing it by 

the average detected rate for the 7 days prior (i.e., % Detected Days 1–7/ % Detected Days 8–14), 

and then plotting that ratio over time. A ratio of >1 indicates that average detected rate during 

the past week rose in comparison to the detected rate during the previous week. A ratio of <1 
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indicates that the average detected rate during the past week decreased in comparison to the 

previous week.  


